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The mission of the    

Davis Chamber of       

Commerce is to promote, 

support and advocate   

the general economic   

vitality of its membership 

and the quality of life    

for the community.  

Our Core Purposes:  

Creating a strong local 

economy  

Promoting the community  

Providing networking     

opportunities  

Representing the           

interests of business with 

government  

Davis Chamber of Commerce  

130 G Street, Suite B  

Davis, CA 95616  

(530) 756 -5160  

Hours: M ï F, 9 am to 5 pm  

davischamber.com  

Who is the 2009 Davis 
Business of the Year? 
The Davis Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce 

that we are now accepting nominations for the 14th 

annual Bill Streng Business of the Year Award.  This 

award is designed to recognize members of the 

business community who exemplify the qualities of 

excellence, service, innovation and creativity in 

business, industry or the community.  [Candidates need not be members 

of the Chamber to be considered.]  Candidates may be nominated by 

individuals, service and business organizations, or by a business. 

Nominees will be judged on the following criteria as exhibited during the 

year 2009.  Demonstration of:  

Creativity and innovation  

Socially responsible business practices and inspiration to other 

businesses in illustrating dedication and caring  

Commitment to the support and promotion of the community  

Excellent customer service 

Overall ethical practices 

If you would like to nominate a Davis business, email Executive Director 

Christi Skibbins at: director@davischamber.com, with the name of the 

nominated business and why you believe they should win the award.  

Please provide your own contact information in case we need any further 

information or clarification from you.  

The nominations will be reviewed by a panel of past Chamber presidents, 

who will vote for the most outstanding business.  The Chamber will then 

announce the winner in the May newsletter and to local media.  The 

award will be presented to the winning business on Tuesday, May 4th, at 

our regular Chamber luncheon. 

Celebrate Davis!   Thursday, May 13, 4:30 -  9:30 p.m., Community Park  

Chamber Golf Tournament:  Monday, Sept. 13, El Macero Country Club 

Chamber Day on the Quad:  Wednesday, Oct. 13, UC Davis 

Save These Dates!  

mailto:director@davischamber.com
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2010 OFFICERS  

Bill Alger  
Chair  
Woodland Healthcare  

Cary Arnold  
Vice Chair  
Coldwell Banker Doug 
Arnold Real Estate, Inc./
Davis Life Magazine  

Chris Carrere  
Secretary  
Chrisô Chem-Dry  

Kristen Hill  
Treasurer  
Ink Monkey, LLC  

Jeremy Brooks  
Immediate Past Chair  
Brooks Painting, Inc.  
 
2010 DIRECTORS  

Christina Blackman  
Yolo Federal Credit Union  

Rose Cholewinski  
Swim America  

Nancy Hannell  
The Davis Enterprise  

Cara Mengali  
The Mortgage Resource 
Team at Comstock 
Mortgage  

James Morante  
PG&E 

Marty OôHara 
Owen -Dunn  
Insurance Services  

Don Palm  
Sacramento City College, 
Davis Center  

Mabel Salon  
UC Davis Government & 
Community Relations  

Charlie Swanson  
The Davis Graduate  

Raul Zamora  
Crème de la Crème/  
Dowling Properties  

Chairmanôs Message: 
Advocacy, Resources and 
Connections  

This year your Davis Chamber will be focusing on a 

host of economic development activities to benefit 

our members.  The clarion call for our focus is clear 

and the strategy simple: we must continue to increase 

policy and advocacy effectiveness; be a leader in business and economic 

development; be a member-focused organization by providing and 

promoting meaningful benefits and services; align activities and advocacy 

with our mission.  

Of course, the Davis Chamber does not function in a vacuum.  We are 

fortunate to be part of a strong fabric of non-government organizations that 

all play critical roles.  The Business and Economic Development Commis-

sion (BEDC), Downtown Davis Business Association (DDBA) and the 

Chamber all help create the fabric for advocacy, resources, and connections 

to promote economic vitality in Davis.  We plan to connect with these 

organizations more closely this year so that we can support and leverage 

initiatives supporting local business.  Our success also depends on the action 

of our city leaders.  To this end, the Chamber will be actively engaged in our 

2X2 meetings with city staff and City Council representatives.  During our 

last meeting we identified nine potential areas where opportunities may 

exist to improve the vitality of businesses in Davis: 

1. Business Park Analysis 

2. Business Retention/Outreach 

3. Convention/Event Attraction  

4. Small Retail Attraction/Recruitment  

5. Assessment of City Fees/Requirements 

6. Transportation/Parking  

7. Review of 3/4/E/F Streets Proposed Parking Garage 

8. Space Locations for Small Business (Office Space, Work Pods, etc) 

9. Economic Development Strategies 

Not all of these may necessarily result in an epiphany of design or concept, 

but the process of working collaboratively to advocate, identify resources, 

and connect with other organizations to achieve a common vision becomes 

more likely when there is alignment in strategy and objectives. 

Without doubt, businesses in Davis are best served by a unified voice 

powered by a network of our cityôs businesses.  Our goal through the 

Chamber will be to facilitate this alignment.  

If you would like to contact the Chairman of the Board directly, 

you may email him at: chair@davischamber.com  

mailto:chair@davischamber.com
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DAVIS CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 2010  

ANNUAL SPONSORS  

Our sincere thanks to these 
businesses for investing in this 
brand new Chamber program.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

PARTNER LEVEL  

CHAIRMAN LEVEL  

DIRECTOR LEVEL  

ASSOCIATE LEVEL  

GRC Focuses on Major Goals 
for 2010 
Thanks to the great leadership of Jeanne Jones over the past two years, 

the GRC is now able to focus on several major goals while also keeping     

a watchful eye on the many weekly decisions at City Hall that affect 

Chamber members. 

At our bi -weekly meetings (1st & 3rd Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.) 

for the rest of 2010, weôll spend the majority of our time on the following 

pro-active goals: 

Position the Chamber as a leader in community-

wide Business Development & Retention  efforts;  

Investigate possible improvements to the Cityôs Local 

Vendor Preference  Ordinance;  

Create a Chamber Position Statement on Growth  that 

will guide possible endorsements of future development;  

City Elections :  The Chamber will host a Candidatesô  

Forum at the monthly Luncheon on Tuesday, April 6th.  

The Board will also consider their stand on the two local 

measures (Proposed renewal of both the 1/2 Cent Sales 

Tax & Measure J). 

During March, the Chamber is also taking a leadership role in bringing 

together many different organizations in support of Davis being chosen 

as the home of a pilot project for Google Fiber.  Read more about this 

exciting opportunity here: http://bit.ly/bbjlgn . 

Would you like for the GRC to take a closer look at something or get some 

answers for you?  Email me and weôll take it into consideration. 

Want a look behind the scenes and get more involved in community 

decisions?  No experience is necessary to join the GRC.  In fact, it would 

be great to get some fresh eyes and new voices in the room!   Send me an 

email and we can talk more about how you can tailor this commitment to 

your schedule. 

Actively yours, 

Kemble K. Pope 

Chair, Government Relations Committee 

email:   kemblekpope@gmail.com 

 

 

http://bit.ly/bbjlgn
mailto:kemblekpope@gmail.com
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STAFF  
 
Christi Skibbins  
Executive Director  
 
Valerie Pearson  
Operations Coordinator  
 
Liz King  
Membership Manager/
Receptionist  

 

THIS MONTHôS         
SPONSORS  

Chamber Lunch:  
Tuesday, March 2  

Chamber PM Mixer:  
Thursday, March 11  

Chamber AM Mixer:  
Wednesday, March 24  

 Career Days 
Event! 
The Davis Chamber of 

Commerce is working with 

the Emerson, Harper and 

Holmes Junior High Schools 

to offer Career Days in 

March 2010.  

Our goal is to provide students with speakers who are excited about   

what they do and will help them start to see all the wonderful future 

possibilities that education creates for them.  It is not necessary that   

your profession be as a result of an extended college education, however.  

Some of our most popular speakers year after year are those in profes-

sions which are the result of special training programs, or two year 

community college programs.  It IS a requirement, however, that you   

are enthusiastic about what you do for a living, and have the ability to 

communicate that to the students!  

This is a 20-30 minute presentation to a classroom about your work life.  

If you like, you can bring samples of your work product, tools, equipment 

or other visual aids to help support your remarks.  Students really 

respond to presenters who are down-to-earth about their path to where 

they are today, ready to respond to questions, and enthusiastic about 

what they do.  

We hope that you will volunteer to share your professional experience 

and career information with students at:  

Holmes Junior High School:   Friday, March 5  

Emerson Junior High School:   Friday, March 12  

Harper Junior High School:    Wednesday, March 31  

There are still a few openings é you are welcome to participate on any 

one, two, or all three occasions.  

Career Days is a program that the Davis Chamber of Commerce is proud 

to have organized and participated in for many years.  Wonôt you join us 

for the fun?  

For more information, or to sign up to present, please contact our Career 

Days Coordinator, Heather Mariano, at: heathermariano91@yahoo.com 

as soon as possible. 

mailto:heathermariano91@yahoo.com
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Member Reinvestments  
 
The Davis Chamber of Commerce 

is proud to list the names of 

members who have reinvested in 

the Chamber. Please consider 

patronizing their businesses.  
 

January Renewals  
 
 
AMTRAK 

Big O Tires  

Brian K. Jones  

C.C. Cooper & Sons Insurance  

Carlisle Travel Management  

CDC Birch Lane  

Ciocolat  

Coldwell Banker ï Arnold & 
Sanchez  

Coldwell Banker ï Cory N. Gold  

Cracchiotoôs Market & Caf® 

Crème de la Crème  

Davis Airporter  

Davis Commons  

Davis Flight Support  

Davis Golf Course  

Davisville Travel  

Don Saylor  

Dowling Properties  

Econo Lodge  

El Macero Country Club  

Ellington Apartments  

First Northern Bank  

Gerner Chiropractic  

Hibbert Lumber Co.  

Ikedaôs Davis 

James D. Meinert, DDS  

KAMhr  

McGowan & Baker, CPA  

Michelle Karns Consulting  

Michelle Schwartz  

Philomell/Software, Inc.  

Rand Schaal Realty  

RE/MAX Gold ï Ling Tseng  

(conôt page 6) 

Chamber      
Office to Move 
This Month!  
After 12 years in our G Street location, the Davis Chamber of Commerce 

will be moving to 604 Third Street, effective Monday, March 22 nd. 

We have been looking to find a more centralized, professional and visible 

location for some time, and we believe we have found that in our new 

space.  The building which houses our new office is located on the corner 

of 3rd and E, previously the location of Countrywide Mortgage Company. 

Some minor construction work and painting is taking place now, with 

move-in scheduled for March 19-21.  The Chamber offices will be 

closed on Friday, March 19 th , due to the move.  

All of our contact information (phone, email, fax) will remain the same.  

Our new address will be:  604 Third Street. 

Our members and the community will be invited to an open house, once 

the office is settled in. 

Chamber Directories      

If you are in need of Chamber Directories, come by the Chamber office, 

and weôll fix you right up!  They do their best work if they are out there in 

the community, promoting our local businesses.  The directories are free 

of charge; just let us know how many you need!   
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Member Reinvestments  
 
(Continued)  
 
January Renewals  
 
 Sequoia Gardening  

Specialized Orthopedic 
Surgeons  

Sutter Davis Hospital  

Symposium  

Teichert Construction  

The Mortgage Resource Team 
at Comstock Mortgage  

Thomas S. Read, CPA  

Three Palms Nursery  

UCD College of Letters & 
Science  

Union Bank  

Viewco  

Wayne C. Schrader, 

Optometrist, Inc.  

Woodland Davis Termite & Pest  

Woodland Veterinary Hospital  

Yolo County Association of 
Realtors  

Building a Better Booth:  
Learn How to Have a Successful Booth at  
Celebrate Davis! 

Many of our members participate in our signature event each year, 

Celebrate Davis!  A combination of business expo and outdoor family fair 

(complete with fireworks!), with its average attendance of over 7,000, it 

is an amazing advertising and networking opportunity.  

Not everyone has the experience and know-how to set up a booming 

booth for an event such as this, but we know some folks who do!  We have 

asked a few of our members who have run booths in our Celebrate Davis! 

and Chamber Day on the Quad events to share what works for them.  

Also, Chamber Executive Director Christi Skibbins, with her background 

in events and trade shows, will share some of her secrets as well. 

Hereôs the info: 

Wednesday, April 7th, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Davis Chamber of Commerce NEW 

OFFICE:  corner of 3rd and E Streets 

Cost:  FREE for Chamber members,     

$10 for non-Chamber members 

Reservations are required, due to limited space:  call the Chamber office 

at (530) 756-5160. 

Celebrate Davis! will be held on Thursday, May 13th this year, so make 

sure to save that date, and to prepare for the best booth youôve ever 

presented, be sure to reserve your spot for this inaugural workshop! 
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Welcome, New Members! 
The Davis Chamber of Commerce welcomes our new members.  These companies made an important investment in the 

community by joining the chamber.  Please consider them for your professional and personal needs. 

DaRold DeSigns is a Davis-based sign shop and 

graphic design studio that has been providing first 

class communication arts for over 25 years.  

Owned and operated by husband-and-wife team 

Dave and Bonnie DaRold, DaRold DeSigns prides 

itself on working closely with its clients to create 

attractive, effective signage and graphic design 

solutions for any situation.  

Dave DaRold graduated from UCD in 1978 with a 

degree in studio art.  Shortly thereafter he landed a 

job as Art Director for a successful toy company in 

Oregon, 

where he 

met and 

married 

Bonnie, 

who was working as the companyôs production 

manager at the time.  In 1984 they moved to Davis 

and combined their skills to start DaRold DeSigns.  

Initially their emphasis was on the creation of 

large-scale wall graphics and murals, which they 

painted in a number of apartment complexes and 

restaurants (including Marvelliôs in Davis: now 

Kenôs Bike and Ski).  With the purchase of 

computerized sign-making hardware, they 

expanded their capabilities to include a wide range 

of signage options including sandblasted wood and 

tile, ADA systems, directories, window lettering, 

banners, and much more.  

Dave and Bonnie DaRold  

DaRold DeSigns  

PO Box 72315  

Davis, CA 95617  

www.darolddesigns.com  

(530) 758 - 1379  

With Daveôs art background, they are also well 

versed in all forms of graphic design and illustra-

tion.  Whether you need a complete corporate 

identity package from scratch or a fresh new look 

for your existing business, the folks at DaRold 

DeSigns can help.  Please take a look at their 

website (www.darolddesigns.com) to see samples 

of their work, or give them a call at (530) 758-1379 

to discuss your signage or graphic design needs. 

Solarecity Electric was established seven years ago 

and since then has installed almost two Megawatts 

of photovoltaic systems in the greater Sacramento 

area.  Headquartered in Rocklin, it has helped 

many business and residential customers in Yolo, 

Solano, Sacramento, Placer, and El Dorado coun-

ties reach their goals towards production of clean, 

renewable electricity.  

Solarecity has built a reputation of high quality  

solar electric systems design,  workmanship and 

customer service.  It has partnered with leading 

industry manufacturers such as BP Solar, Sun-

Power Corporation and SMA America.  Due to its          

(conôt, next page) 

Jean - Marc Leininger, 

Solar Advisor  

Solarecity Electric  

4095 Del Mar Ave. #3  

Rocklin, CA 95677  

www.solarecity.com  

(530) 220 - 4140 cell  

(916) 624 - 0535 office  

(916) 404 - 7410 fax  

http://www.darolddesigns.com
http://www.darolddesigns.com
http://www.solarecity.com
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California Northern Railroad Co.  

® A RailAmerica Company  

1801 Hanover Dr., Suite D  

Davis, CA 95616  

www.railamerica.com  

(530) 753 - 7826 office  

(530) 753 - 2517 fax  

About California Northern Railroad  

California Northern Railroad (CFNR), a 

RailAmerica Inc. property, operates 260 miles of 

track located in three segments of the Sacramento, 

San Joaquin and Napa valleys.  The short-line rail-

road transports a diverse mix of agricultural, food 

and construction products, and interchanges with 

Union Pacific Railroad at three locations, allowing 

products to move between points on the CFNR and 

other parts of the country.  

The railroad has 35 full time employees.  Bob Gill 

is the Marketing and Sales Manager and Don Seil 

is the General Manager.  The California Northern 

Railroad has converted its entire fleet of six loco-

motives to environmentally friendly locomotives 

with the addition of four new N -ViroMotive Gen -

Set locomotives.  The purchase of the ultra-low 

emission, low-noise, fuel-efficient locomotives 

from National Railway Equipment Company was 

made possible by Californiaôs Carl Moyer Memo-

rial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program, 

which covered 85 percent of the cost. 

About RailAmerica, Inc.  

The Jacksonville, Fla.-based RailAmerica Inc. 

(NYSE: RA) portfolio of 40 individual railroads 

operates on approximately 7,400 miles of track in 

27 U.S. states and three Canadian provinces.  For 

more information, visit www.railamerica.com . 

More New Members! 

(Solarecity, continued)  

commitment to excellence, Solarecity Electric was 

awarded Premier Dealer status with SunPower 

Corporation in 2007.  

Born in France, Solarecity Solar Advisor Jean-

Marc Leininger was a 1987 UC  Davis graduate in 

Managerial Economics.  He spent 20 years in   

various financial   

institutions in      

California and       

Hawaii as a retail 

banker, and held 

various positions 

such as stockbroker, loan officer, and insurance 

agent.  He purchased a solar electric system in 

2004 from Solarecity Electric.  As the banking   

industry underwent challenges, he decided to work 

for Solarecity Electric as a solar advisor in July 

2008.  He enjoys doing business in Davis because 

Davis residents want to reduce their carbon foot-

print; high quality, custom designed solar electric 

is highly valued in this area.   

Please visit www.solarecity.com for more informa-

tion.  

Be our Fan on Facebook! 
Receive timely reminders of Chamber happenings 

and news, and join the discussion about anything 

Davis-related! 

Hereôs where to find us:  Davis, CA 

Chamber of Commerce . 

http://www.railamerica.com
http://www.railamerica.com
http://www.solarecity.com
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Thank You to our Installation Dinner Sponsors  

GOLD SPONSORS 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

Thank you to the generous sponsors who made the Davis Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 

and Installation of the 2010 Board of Directors such a success on January 30!  
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Viewpoint  is the monthly 

publication of the Davis 

Chamber of Commerce.      

All submissions remain the 

property of the Chamber.  

The Chamber reserves the 

right to edit submissions as 

necessary for space require-

ments. Send comments or 

submissions to Newsletter, 

Davis Chamber of Commerce, 

130 G Street, Suite B, Davis, 

CA 95616 or by email to   

director@davischamber.com. 

© 2010  

 

 

Editor  

Christi Skibbins  

 

Assistant Editor  

Valerie Pearson  

 

Design  
Marketing À La Carte  

 

In the Rearview Mirror  
 

Jeremy Brooks (Brooks 

Painting) and Adrian Blanco 

(deLuna Jewelers) holding 

the diamond earrings that 

Jeremy won in the Blue & 

White Foundationôs 

fundraising promotion.  

Photo taken at the 

Februrary evening mixer, 

held at deLuna Jewelers.  

Groundbreaking ceremony for the brand new Midtown Animal Clinic!  

Newsletter Advertising    

Information  

Large (5ò x 3.0ò) 

front page display ad:  

$450 per 3 -month contract 

(limit 1 contract per calendar 

year if there is a waiting list)  

Small (5ò x 1.5ò) 

interior page display ad:  

$100 per 3 -month contract  

Large (5ò x 3.0ò) 

interior page display ad:  

$200 per 3 -month contract  

E- Blast:  

$75 (email)  

Member Address Labels: 

$50  

Contact the Chamber at         

reception@davischamber.com    

or (530) 756 -5160 for adver-

tising. All ads are subject to 

the editorôs approval. 

Anthony Johnson, Branch Manager of Premiere West Bank, Davis, and 

Christi Skibbins, Executive Director of the Davis Chamber of Commerce, 

at the February morning mixer at the bank.  


